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INTRODUCTION 



1 . 1 PURPOSE 

The expansion of DEC'S activities i 

makes it increasingly important that 

be used without extensive adaptation witn tne various nacionai 

character sets and keyboards. 

DEC products have traditionally used the entire ASCII character set 
including those character positions reserved for national use. In 
other countries these characters have different graphics although they 
are represented by the same binary code. Some of them are used for 

collating sequence is changed as well.) In addition, the characters 
in the ASCII national use positions are the ones least likely to be 
found on keyboards manufactured by other vendors. 

The purpose of this standard is to assure that software products and 
documentation can be used internationally without modification to the 
character set given special semantic meaning in the product, e.g. the 
character set used as delimiters in a command or programming language. 



1 . 2 SCOPE 

This standard defines the subset of the ASCII graphic character set 
that can be assigned specific semantic meaning by DEC software 
products. It also gives the names of the character to be used in 
documentation. 

The semantic meaning assigned to the characters is not defined. The 
coding of these characte-s is defined in ANSI X3. 4-1977, American 
Standard Code for Information Interchange . 



1.3 RESPONSIBILITIES 

nplementing new software products 
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REFERENCED AND RELATED STANDARDS 
ANSI X3. 4-1977 

ISO 646-1973 

CCITT V.3 

ANSI X3. 41-1974 



DEC STD 051 
DEC STD 107 
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1.5 CONFORMANCE 



i DEC software products and extensions 



Compatibility 
Conformance to ANSi , 
standards requires thei 



isting products i 



If 



of a 



subhead 2.1 c 



> support e 



ibility or conformance restraii 

use character, the implementat 
equivalent character or (characters) fr< 
keyword. (For example, in VMS DCL the 
in a directory specification in place of the national use c 
[ and ]. The equivalent characters or keyword will appeal 



documentati 



existing products. 
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) OF THE STANDARD GRAPHIC CHARACTERS AND THEIR NAMES 



2.1 GRAPHIC CHARACTERS INCLUDED IN THIS STANDARD 

In the table that follows, the graphic and name for each character are 
given on the left. The right hand column indicates the current use of 
the character in DCL. The right hand column is NOT part of this 
however, encouraged to remain compatible 
ning a new product. 



Graphic ASCII Name 



exclamation point 
quotation marks (Note ; 



Parameter delimite 
Comment delimiter 



$ dollar sign 



ling of command, 



& ampersand 

1 apostrophe (Note 2) 

( opening parenthesis 

) closing parenthesis 



Precedes a keyword for DIGITAL defined 
features such as octal and hex numbers, 
name of file to be included, etc. 
Single wildcard character 

Execution time substitution operator 

Substitution operator 

Start of a qualifier value list, 
indication of precedence in an 
arithmetic expression, start of an 
argument list 
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Table 1 (Cont'd) 
Graphic ASCII Nana Current DCL Usage 



pression, file 



t command will be 



.., „ _„_., ™._hing wi 
, used in dates and times. 



File type and version delimiter in < 
file specification, operator delimit 



, statement label, qualifier 
3 part of the assignment 
string assignment range and 



oeginning of a qualifi 
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Graphic ASCII 



A-Z uppercase letters 
a-z lowercase letters 
3-9 digits thmugh 9 



1. The ASCII ! 



Table 1 (Cont'd) 



Current DCL Usage 



Permitted c 



:eding a file specific 
logical name trar 
iterapted 



quotas 


tion mark: 


s dieresis 




apost) 


rophe 


quotatio 


«*& 



2.2 SPECIAL CASE OF THE NUMBER SIGN 

The graphic |, number sign, may be used only if none of the above 
characters is available and if replacing it by British pound sterling 
sign would not inhibit use of the product. (These two graphics always 
have the same character code and occupy the same position on 



>.3 GRAPHICS EXCLUDED FROM THIS STANDARD 
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ASCII Name 



reverse 


slant 


vertical 


. line 


circurafl 




opening 
tilde 


single 



commercial at, @, is used in DCL to 
. indirect command file and that opening 
ket, ] , are equivalent to the charactei 
than, > , respectively. 
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APPENDIX A 
EXAMPLE OF NATIONAL USE POSITION 



following table 



DEC STD 107, 



it has the same binary code in Germany and France. 

Digital Standard for Terminal Keyboards, for the 
i> used in other countries. 



i umlaut 



